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New Delhi;: The season of
farm fires is hereand 47 cases
have already been recorded
in Punjab, Haryana, Rajast-
han, UP and Madhya Pradesh
between Sept15and 23.
Experts said this stubble
burning season could be
complex as the Super El Nifio
is expected to reduce the
number of western distur-
bances that bring rain that
washes away pollutants in
theair. Toadd tothis, the peak
burning period is expected to
coincide with Diwali, which
is on Nov 8, when winter con-
ditions begin to set in.
Gufran Belg, founder of
System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting and Re-
search (SAFAR) and chair
professor at National Institu-
te of Advanced Studies (NI-
AS), said: “Wearefacinga Su-
per El Nino, which is unpre-
ted for this century The

”Winter Is Coming

TIMES CITY

— And Signs Are Ominous

How Super El Nino’s Effect, Peak Burning Period Coinciding With Diwali Are Likely To Aggravate Pollution ThisYr ¢

 Beigsaid winter thisyear ryana, Rajasthan and Mad- and advocacy, at Centre for
FARM FIRE coum To Fle photo is expected to bemild as tem- hyaPradeshoneeach. Thisis  Scienceand Environment, sa-
peratures are unlikely todip  accordingtothesatellitedata id: “The stubble burning
I"CREASE FROM ocr too much, causing the boun- compiled by Indian Agricul- trend willdepend on theeffec-
dary layer height to remain tural Research Institute. tiveness of enforcement and,
47 Intense e % higher for longer and resul- Farm fires are currently more importantly, on-ground
Likely to i ming | _ _ ting in less trapping of pollu- low but their dally numbers preparedness for in-situ resi-
Number of increase  coincide with Diw ; WA tants. “At the same time, due  will rise in Oct and peak in due management and ex-situ
farmfirecases  fom  this time which will R toalower number of western  thefirst10daysof Nov.Stubb-  absorption of crop waste for
recorded so Oct be celebrated on disturbances, winds are lik- le burning usually takes pla- industrial purposes.”

far this season Nov 8 ely to slow down, leading to  cefrom Sept 15to Nov 30. She added that although
the accugnulation of pollu- Expe:f-ts believe that the thereisan overall downward
Cumulative paddy farm counts tants and stagnation. Besi- impactof stubbleburningon trend in crop burning inci-
in previous years (Period: Segt':sm Nov 30) des, Punjabhasrecordedara- Delhi's PM2.5 is likely to be  dents, solutions must be ope-
s in deficit of over 35% this morethisyear rationalised widely and effec-
monsoon, and crop sowing The contribution of tively to nearly eliminate

has been delayed. Harvesting stubble burning to Delhi’'s theproblem.
2025 | 5114 islikelytostartfromlateOct, PM2.5 was less in 2025 as the Punjab reported 5114
2024 | 10909 and stubble burning may be share of farm fires in Delhi’'s farm fires last year, down
; extended beyond the end of air quality surpassed 10% on  from 10,909 in 2024, while Ha-
2023 | 36,663 Nov. Also, the festive period just eight days, including ryana recorded 662 incidents
will be observed in Nov this over 20% on only one day It compared with 1,406. Paddy
2022 | 49922 year, when temperatures remained below 5% on mos; msilgl;%l;x;ning g.nfmsin U[:;

2 1350 startdipping and windsslow days. In contrast, theshareof tar rose from 6,142
2021 | 71304 6967 424 down, causing the accumula-  stubble burning was above 2024 to 7,290 in 2025. Rajast-
2020 | 83,002 4202 | 4631 1756 tionof pollutants,” he said. 20% on 14 days in 2024, accor-  han witnessed 2,890 cases last
Of thetotal47casesrepor- ding to the data of Decision yea:ir [?: n::lgalnst E.gzcltr: mm
ewer western distur- pollutants for a temporary ted between Sept 15 and 23, SupportSystem. an saw a reduction
gmmpenr:;ﬂmmmdd;h ;cl::;sugg L?:cteg.,rwmch usually bring  period. Hence, there will be  Punjab recorded 25 thrclln fi- Anumita Roychowdhury, ;uz?gﬁmgmc;?:hmm
over 3 degrees Celsfus. It will  rain to Delhi and wash out more intrusion. T‘ T res, Uttar Pradesh 19and Ha-  executive director, research
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per Kl Nino, which is unpre- Ocean has already increased  bances, which usually bring  period. Hence, there will be

‘Normal’ monsoon departs two days
before schedule, earliest since 2002

Since 1961, the earliest withdrawal of monsoon
was in 1982 when it withdrew from Delhi on
Sept 3 and the most delayed withdrawal was in
2013 when it withdrew on Oct 17, IMD said. Last
year, the monsoon withdrew on Sept 24

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The southwest
monsoon withdrew from Del-
hi Wednesday, twodaysahead
of its normal withdrawal da-
te, marking the earliest retre-
at from the capital since 2002,
when it had withdrawn
on Sept 20.

Looking at the 728.6 mm of
rainfall this season, IMD decla-
red themonsoon as “normal”.

Last year, the monsoon
withdrew from Delhi on Sept
24, but the city had got 902.6
mm of rainfall by then, which
was 41% in excess of the long-
period average.

“Since 1961, the earliest
withdrawal of monsoon was

in1982 when it withdrew from
Delhi on Sept 3 and the most
delayed withdrawal was in
2013 when it withdrew on Oct
17,"” IMD said in a statement
Wednesday.

The rainfall of 728.6 mm
was recorded over Delhi sin-
ceJunel. The average monso-
onrainfallis629.7mmfor Del-
hi. So, thisyear'srainfall was

16% more than this average.
If a place receives rainfall
that is between +19% and
-19% of its average, IMD cate-
gorises that as a monsoon
with “normal rainfall”.
DR Pattanaik, a weather
scientist with IMD, told TOI:
“ElNifnohashadanimpacton
the monsoon all over India.
The country got around 15%
less rainfall than normal this
season. However, onasmaller,
city-specific scale, the rain-
fall pattern is not uniform.
Delhi, for instance, hasnotre-
corded a deficit. In fact, its ra-
infall is above the normal av-
erage.... Since Delhi is still re-
cording excess rainfall, it wo-
uld be difficult to attribute its
rainfall patterndirectly tothe
impact of EINino.”
The monsoonralso with-
drew from most parts of Pun-
jab, Haryana and Rajasthan

and some parts of Uttar Pra-
desh and Gujarat.

The onset this year over
the capital was recorded on
July 2, five days after the nor-
mal onsetdate of June27.

The citywide figure, ho-
wever, masks significant va-
riations indistricts.

IMD’s district-wise map
shows rainfall departures
ranging from 23% below nor-
mal insouthwest Delhito19%
abovenormal in west Delhi.

Northwest Delhi got 7%
abovenormalrainfall, central
Delhi 17% above normal and
south Delhi8% belownormal.
Northeast Delhi recorded a
22% deficit, while east Delhi
was 2% below normal.

According to Krishna

Mishra, another weather sci-

mulative rainfall over the sea-
son. “In Delhi, most areas on
the eastern side have recor-
ded rainfall in the normal
range, barring Northeast Del-
hi. This variation is also lin-
ked to the fact that the monso-
on is an easterly-driven sy-
stem, so rainfall distribution
can differ across different
partsof thecity,” Mishrasaid.

The early retreat stands
out against the recent trend.
The monsoon withdrew from
Delhi on Sept 29 in 2022, Sept
30 in 2023, Oct 2 in 2024 and
Sept 24in 2025,

The longer-term IMD re-
cord shows considerable vari-
ation in the timing of with-
drawal. Since1961, theearliest
withdrawal was recorded in
1982, on Sept 3, while the most
delayed was in 2013, on Oct 17.
The 2026 withdrawal is there-
fore the earliest in 24 years,
but not the earliest on record.

On Wednesday, the AQI
wasmoderateat 150. However,
at least four stations - Chand-
ni Chowk, Mathura Road; IGI
Airportand Wazirpur

—were

in the poor category.
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theflectoral process. Thatisa ues%i‘on EC should think about.
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Meds aren’t optional. Their consumer price can't be
left to sellers’ pricing power. Fairness is a must

W’l\at’s a fair margin on a life-saving drug? Not 900%
certainly. Supreme Court said as much while hearing
PILs on price fixation for medicines. When SC was told
about a cancer drug that costs 22,700 to retailers, but has an MRP
of 727,000, and an antibiotic with a market price of 350, but MRP
of 25,635, which large hospitals exploit, it termed their pricing
“axtortion” and “dacoity”. Unfortunately, such price gouging is
neither new nor unusual. In 2018, National Phar maceutical Pricing
Authority had found that some major private hospitals were profiting
up to1,737% ondrugs, consumables and diagnostics.

It is an open secret, but why hasn’t the problem been fixed? That’s
the other question SCraised. Italsomade some
recommendations, such as placing all meds
under price control, and selling them at govt’'s
Jan Aushadhi Kendras. Both are tempting
ideas, but price caps can be indiscriminate,
and the 19,000-odd Jan Aushadhi Kendras
nationwide can’t be a counterweight to the
over 1.2mn chemists and hospital pharmacies.
What is needed is a rational and reasonable
mechanism to set profit margins on meds. It

el | could, for example, mean capping margins at
each stage, from the factory gate to stockists, wholesalers and retailers.
In fact, mandatory listing of retailers’ cost price and MRP for all
medicines will be a big disincentive against price gouging.

Ideally, pharma firms and hospitals ought to self-regulate, rather
than behavinglike “pharma bro” Martin Shkreli, who earned lifelong
notoriety in 2015 by jacking up the price of essential drugDaraprim
from $13.5 to $750. But since they won’t, govt must intervene because
meds aren’t optional. MRPs that are completely disconnected with
costs of production and retail also have a market distorting effect.
Sellers, such as hospitals, give preference to suppliers who’re willing

toprint thehighest pricesfor them. This hurts ethicalfirms—which
we want more of —and all patients.
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Kartikey Stngh
Barkha Dwivedi

The story so far:
ndia has the world's largest road
network, spanning about 6.7
million kilometres, larger than the
U.S.'s 6.59 million km and China’s
5.49 million km, but it also records the
world’s highest road fatalities,
Over-speeding and reckless driving, poor
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person? What are the four heads of compensation in  death case?

The compensation formula
The Supreme Court's framework breaks down compensation ini
amount Is cajculated

iy | Headof compensation | Formiuta

to four heads before the final

road upkeep, inadequate driver 18,
and weak emergency and trauma care
continue to make road crashes a severe
public-safety crisis.

According to the Ministry of Road

Transport and Highways' Road Accidents
in India 2024 report, 4,87,707 road
accidents in 2024 claimed 1,77,175 lives
(about 485 deaths a day ar 20 an hour)
and injured 4,71,441 people. With road

crashes estimarted to cost around 3.14% of f ”

India‘’s GDP, their impact extends beyond |
lost economic productvity, falling most |
heavily on dependants of those killed or
permanently disabled. Yet, for many
claimants, courts’ quantification and
compensation awards remain difficult 1o
navigate.

What is the legal framework?
The Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 (MV Act) is

and driver and owner duties to insurance,
liability, investigation, and compensation.
For adjudicating claims, Section 165
empowers Stale governments o
constitute Motor Accidents Claims
Tribunals (MACTS) for specified areas to
determine clalms arising from
motor-vehicle accidents.

Under Section 166, a claim may be filed
by the injured person, the owner of
damaged property, or, in case of death,
by all or any of the deceased's legal
representatives (LRs). The insurer, owner,
and driver are ordinarily partes to the
proceedings, as the Tribunal must
determine both the amount of
compensation and the party liable to pay
it. The claim Is ordinarily first heard by
the MACT, which is the primary
fact-finding and compensation-awarding
forum. An appeal under Section 173 may
be filed before the High Court within 90
days, subject to the depositing of 225,000
or 50% of the awarded amount,
whichever s less. In determining liability,
the Tribunal typically examines the FIR
and chargesheet, site plan, Mechanical
Inspection Report, post-mortem report or

ility records, insurance
policy, and the depositions of
eyewi and the Investigating officer,
eic.

Importantly, the same accident may
generate rwo distinct proceedings: a
criminal case for offences such as rash or
negligent driving, and a separate MACT |
claim for compensation. As held by the
apex court in Reena v. Managing Director,
KSRTC (2026), an acquittal in the criminal
case does not affect the MACT
proceedings, since the two operate In
distinct legal spheres and apply different
“standards of proof”.

Who is liable to pay the
?

Liabllity initially attaches to the negligent
driver and, vicariously, to the owner of
the offending vehicle, Where the vehicle
is Insured, the insurer generally satisfies
the award. Section 146 mandates
compulsory third-party insurance, while
Section 150 requires insurers to sarisfy
awards arising from third-party risks,
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Loss of dependency [{Annual income * future prospects) ~deduction)] x w
L | (Loss of income) |
Flat conventional figure (base. 115,000; currently after
2 [ Lossof estate 10% Increase per 3 year. 110,150/ (8}
Flat conventional figure (base: T15,000; currently after
3 |Funerslqspanses 10% Increase per 3 year, U18,150/-) ©
Loss of Flat al figure (base: 140,000, currently alter
4 | | tal/ 10% increase per 3 year. $48,400/-) » Number of claim- (D)
filial) ants entitled to consartium |
(A) +(B)+
TOTAL COMPENSATION (c)+ (0)
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Under Section 166, a claim may
be filed by the injured person,
the owner of damaged property,
or, in case of death, by any of the
deceased's Jegal representatives

subject to limited defences under Section
150(2), including specified palicy

obtaining the policy. Even where a
defence is established, courts may apply
the "pay and recover” principle, directing
the insurer to pay the victim/LRs first and
recover the amount from the owner or
driver thereafter.

A separate “no-fault Habiliry” route
dispenses with proof of negligence and
provides compensation of ¥5 lakh for
death and 2.5 lakh for grievous hurt
(post the 2019 amendment), payable by
the owner or authorised Insurer, without
proof of negligence.

How to calculate compensation in
accidental deaths?

Money cannot substitute for a life lost, but
motor-accident compensation seeks to
ease the financial burden on the
deceased'’s dependants. Section 168 of the
MV Act requires an award of “just”
compensation. Through landmark
decisions such as Sarla Verma (2009) and
Pranay Seth (2017), the top court has
evolved standardised formulas and
foundational principles for giving effect o
this requirement. Once “rash and N
negligent® driving is established, the

The first stage is to establish three
facts: (1) the deceased's age at the time of
the accident, (2) annual income and (3)
number of dependants. “Age” can be
established, among others, from the date
of birth recorded In the school-leaving
certificate and not from the Aadhaar card,
as was ruled In Saroj 2024) by the
Supreme Court. “Income” means actual
Income less income tax pald (as per
Pranay Sethf). The Supreme Court In
Rashmirekha Tripathy (2026) held that,
for salaried persons, the ITR of the
immediately preceding assessment year
should ordinarily be considered, while for
self-employed persons or business
owners, the Tribunal should take the
average income reflected in the preceding
three years' [TRs, subject to the
circumstances. Where income cannot be
proved, the applicable State-notified
minimum wage for the relevant time for
unskilled, semi-skilled or skilled category
Is used. The LRs, including married and
earning sons and daughters, are entitled
to claim compensation, regardless of
financial dependency on the deceased, as
settled by the Supreme Court in Jitender
Kumar (2025).

The second stage is to translate these
three facts into the four heads under
which compensation in a death case is
computed: (A) loss of
income/dependency, (B) loss of estate, (C)
funeral expenses, and (D) loss of
consortium. The major component is
“loss of Income”, which represents the
financial loss suffered by the dependants
on account of the victim's death, For the
first head, the calculation begins with the
deceased'’s “annual income” to which the
prescribed percentage towards “future
prospects”, having regard to the
deceased’s age and nature of
employment, is added. From the resulting
figure, the prescribed “deduction”
towards the deceased's personal expenses

Is made, and the balance s muldplied by
the appropriate “multiplier” to arrive at
the “loss of income”. The aforesaid three
components perform different functions:
“future prospects” account for the career
growth the deceased would reasonably
have received had they survived. As
delineated in para 61 of Pranay Sethi
(2017, for a person in a permanent
government or salaried job with assured
career progression, 50% is added where
the deceased was below 40 years, 30%
where aged 40-50 years, and 15% where
aged 50-60 years; no addition is made
above 60 years. For a self-employed
person or one on a fixed salary, the
corresponding additions are 40%, 25%
and 10% for these three age groups,
respectively, with no addition above 60

years.
Further, the "deduction” recognises
that a portion of the deceased's earnings
would have been spent on their own
persanal ‘ . As per Sarla
Verna (2009), for a married deceased
with two to three dependent family
members, the standard deduction Is
one-third (33%); where there are four 10
six, it is one-fourth (25%); and where
there are seven or more, it is one-fifth
(20%). In the case of a bachelor or
unmarried deceased, the usual deduction
is one-half (50%) where the parents or
other dependants are the claimants,
although courts may reduce the
deduction where the number of
dependants s particularly large. Lasdly,
the “multiplier” represents the deceased’s
remaining active working life and is
determined solely with reference to age.
According to Sarla Verma, the multiplier

| is 18 for ages 15-20 and 21-25; 17 for 26-30;

16 for 31-35; 15 for 36-40; 14 for 41-45; 13
for 46-50; 11 for 51-55; 9 for 56-60; 7 for
61-65; and 5 for 6670 years.

heads and, unlike “loss of income~, do
not depend on the deceased’s profession
or actual earnings. Under Pranay Sethi
(2017, (i) "loss of estate™ was fixed at
215,000, representing the loss of savings,
s and acc lated assets that
the deceased could reasonably have built
up and left for the heirs; (i) =
expenses” at 25,000; and (ilD) “loss of
consortium™ at 840,000 for each eligible
family member, recognising the

| emotional trauma and loss of
| companionship, love, care and guidance.

Consortium Includes spousal consortium
for the surviving spouse, parental
consortium for surviving children, and
filial consortium for parents who lose a
child. Each eligible family member is
independently entitled to the standard
base amount, and therefore the
applicable consortium amount Is
multiplied by the number of eligible
dependants.

These three conventional amounts are
to be enhanced by 10% every three years,
as directed by the Supreme Court in
P’ﬂ‘rf;ﬂy m (para 61).

< stage Is simply to aggregate
the four heads o arrive :'ym

| compensation payable. Additionally, the

court may also grant interest under
Section 171, typically ranging berween 6%
and 9%, depending on the facts of the

In a significant judgmeni rec
Shishu Pal (2026), a casehmmmm
accidental death of a 1
recognising that household work,
including cooking, cleaning and
caregiving, supports the paid workforce,
the Supreme Court fixed a minimum
notional income of 30,000 per month
under a new head of “loss of domestic
care”, with a 10% cumuiative
enhancement every three years.
(Kartikey Singh and Barkha Dwivedi,

! Iawyers based in New Defhi)

How are road accident claims decided?

Who can file a motor accident claim? Who Is liable (o pay? When canan insurer be directed to pay and recover? Who can claim compensation for a deceased

THE GIST

-

The Motor Vehicles Act, 1988
provides the legal framework
for motor accldent claims, with
MACTs determining
compensation and liability,
while insurers generally satisfy
awards subject to statutory
defences

-

For fatal accidents,
compensation is calculated
using the deceased’s age.
income and number of
dependants, with future
prospects, personal-expense
deductions and an age-based
multiplier applied to determine
lass of income
L 4
Couns also award
compensation under
conventional heads such as
loss of estate, funeral expenses.
and consonium, with interest
where applicable; a recent
ruling has also recognised lass
of domestic care for
homemakers
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Super El Niio to add 15,800
heat deaths in India: report

Climate Impact Lab says this year’s El Nifio is a ‘postcard from our future’, bringing temperatures

NEW DELHI

mated 15,800 addi-

tional heat-related
deaths, give or take 1,600,
between September 2026
and February 2027, as the
current Super El Nifo
drives unusually high tem-
peratures, according to a
report made public on
Wednesday by the Climate
Impact Lab. The estimate
is relative to average condi-
tions during the corres-
ponding months from
1996-2025.

Globally, the report pro-
jects 451,000 additional
hedt-related deaths during
the first six months of the
El Nifio event, including
239,000 during the Sep-
tember  2026-February,
2027 period. It projects
19,300 deaths. in Indone-
sia; 19,400 across the Phi-
lippines, Vietnam, Thai-
land, and Cambodia;
13,300 in Brazl; and
66,800 across the Sahel, a
5,000-kilometre swathe of
about 10 countries across
Africa, including Senegal,
the Gambia, and northern
Nigeria.

“This report allows deci-
sion-makers to see exactly
where emergency actions

l ndia could see an esti-
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Dry spell: Heat is increasing electricity demand with nearly 40% of
coal-fired power plants clocking critically low fuel stocks. FILE PHOTO

can be taken now to save
tens of thousands of lives
in the coming months,” Mi-
chael Greenstone, co-foun-
der, Climate Impact Lab,
University of Chicago, said.

The report describes
the current event as a Sup-
er El Nifio, an informal
term generally used for ex-
ceptionally strong El Nifio
conditions. El Nifio occurs
when waters in the central
and eastern tropical Pacific
become unusually warm,
altering atmospheric circu-
lation and shifting rainfall
and temperature patterns
worldwide. Forecasts ear-
lier this month projected d
greater than 90% chance
of a very strong El Nifio

during the northern he-
misphere autumn and win-
ter, with eastern equatorial
Pacific sea surface temper-
atures already more than
3°C above normal,

Its effects are already
being observed in different
regions. Indonesia has ex-
perienced conditions con-
ducive to wildfires, while
parts of Central America
have faced drought-related
agricultural impacts. “This
year’s El Nifio is also a
‘postcard from our future’,
bringing temperatures cli-
mate change is projected
to deliver 20 years in the
future. In this way, it offers

a glimpse at what lies
ahead without new invest-

climate change is projected to deliver 20 years later: national rainfall deficit is at 15% below normal

ments in adaptation,” an
accompanying press state-
ment noted.

Rainfall deficit

In India, the southwest
monsoon is entering its
withdrawal phase after a
season marked by defi-
cient rainfall. The national
rainfall deficit stood at
about 15% below normal
up to September 22, 2026
with larger shortfalls in
southern and eastern parts
of the country.

The heat is also increas-
ing the demand for elec-
tricity, with nearly 40% of
India’s coal-fired power
plants reporting critically
low fuel stocks amid in-
creased power demand as-
sociated with hotter than
usual weather linked to the
El Nifio.

The Climate Impact Lab
says it applies previously
estimated temperature-
mortality  relationships
across 24,378 regions fo
seasonal temperature fore-
casts, accounting for local
climate, vulnerability, and
adaptive capacity. The re-
port does not spell out the
underlying numerical rela-
tionship or coefficients
connecting a particular
temperature increase to a
number of deaths. /
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stability between the world’s
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/ WHO chief: Matter of
time before US returns
toworld health agency

AnuradhaMascarenhas
Boston, September 23

WORLD HEALTH Organization
(WHO) Director General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said he
hopes the United States will re-
jointhe global health agencyand
disclosed that he has been in
talks with US Health and
Human Services Secretary Ro-
bert FKennedy Jr.

“The US leadership is very
important and I want to assure
you that we have continued to
communicate fromourside. Itis

a matter of time until the US .

insthe WHO,” DrGhebreyesus
told reporters ata Health Cover-
age Fellowship programmecon-
ducted by the Centre for Health
Communication at the Harvard

T H Chan School of Public

Health in Boston. i

. TheUS formally notified the
WHO of its withdrawal in Janu-
ary 2026, citing concerns over
the agency’s handling of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Themove
is significant as US has histori-
¢ally been WHO’s largest donor,
providing both assessed con-
tributions and voluntary fund-
ing. During the 2022-23 bien-
nium, the US contributed $1.284
billion, according to WHO.

US funding has supported
programmes ranging from
emergency response and polio
eradication to HIV; tuberculosis,
immunisation, maternal and
¢hild health and other public
health initiatives. WHO hassaid

.. the loss of US support has cre-
*+ ated major fundinggaps, forcing
the agency to reprioritise pro-
grammes and contain costs.
The importance of the US,

i Y on Lns
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Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

however, extends beyond
money, DrGhebreyesus pointed
tothe expertise and global reach
of institutions such as the
Centers for Disease Control and
Preventionand the National In-
stitutes of Health. “No other or-
ganisation can replace what
WHOdoes,” its chiefsaid, point-
ingtoits rolein coordinatingre-
sponses to major health crises
such as Ebola. “We prefertoplay
a positive role because US
leadershipisimportant,” hesaid.
Speaking ahead of the sec-
ond United Nations General As-
sembly high-level meetingon
“Pandemic Prevention, Pre-
paredness and Response” on
September 25, Dr Ghebreyesus
said the world must not lose
sight of the lessons of COVID-19,
when health systems were over-
whelmed and inequalities were
exposed. “Of course, we can
never say that the world is pre-
pared enough for the next pan-
demic,” he said, while adding
that global health security has
neverthelessbeenstrengthened
since COVID-19. He caution
against “politicising”

nising” pandemics.
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Teena Thacker

New Delhi: The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) hasre-
commended a centralised registra-
tion system for medicinessold inIn-
dia, along with a portal to track real
time theirmovement throughsupp-
ly chains and dynamic QR codes for
authentication, as part of a broad
set of measures to curb spurious
_ and counterfeit drugs.
The commission proposed a Na-

tional Drug Data Registration Cer-
tificate—a centralised and authen-
ticated system under which every
medicine including branded, bran-
ded generic, unbranded generic
and products manufactured by
third-party or for domestic use or

AIYUIMIGUIGLDalICW U I D Wil e

/"f_'"""'“‘“',gmw

NHRC Steps Up Efforts to Curb Fake Drugs

Plans centralised registration system, portal
for real-time tracking and dynamic QR codes

It also proposed the creation of a
drug trace-and-track portal contai-
ning details of medicines inclu-
ding manufacturer identity, com-
position, batch information and
the distribution chain. The system
would enable real-time tracking of
drugs entering each state or union
territory, initially focusing on life-
saving and high-risk medicines,
the commission said.

Another key suggestion is a cen-
trally regulated digital authentica-
tion protocol, under which QR co-
des on medicine packs would be dy-
namic and uniquely serialised to
prevent duplication and ensure
standardised data governance
acrossmanufacturers. ;

The proposalsfollowanopenhou-
sediscussionon ‘Measuresto Curb
Spurious Medicines in India’ held

HHNPIUVE HTUICHICALTIVE YTal D Ao UUI

‘SYSTEM OVERHAUL
The commissionalso

procedure covering
forensic protocols,
sampling, residueand
laboratory analysis

t.ice Bidyut Ranjan Sarangi. Repre-
Sentativesof centraland statedrug
authorities, organisations and

Liina,
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The NHRC forwarded the recom-
mendations for implementation to
the Central Drugs Standard Cont-
rol Organisation (CDSCO) in Au-
gust. The regulator referred the
proposals to the drug consultative
committee, an expert committee
under the CDSCO, to give recom-
mendations.

ET has seen a copy of the docu-
ment listing the proposals.

The commission recommended
developing a centralised national
database of cases related to coun-
terfeit medicines, containing infor-
mation on offenders, products,
emerging patterns and enforce-
ment outcomes. Thedatabase could
be used with artificial intelligence-
enabled tools to identify organised
networks and repeat offenders.

It also proposed a uniform stan-

. dard operating procedure cove-

ring forensic protocols, sam-
pling, residue and laboratory
analysis, supply-chaininvestiga-

ulsorily re- ol ) . is, . .
giﬁggdw&glodugﬁ ;(::I:rlx)trési grov!:arn— earlier this year under the chair- other stakeholders participated in tion, digital evidence extraction /
ment portal. personship of NHRC member jus- thediscussion. and legal strategies.
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Monsoon departs from Delhi
in earliest withdrawal in 24 yrs

Jasjeev Gandhiok
Jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The Southwest Mon-

soon withdrew from Delhi on
Wednesday, two days before its
normal date of September 25,
the India Meteoro
ment (IMD) said. This was the
earliest monsoon withdrawal
from the Capital in 24 years,

since it withdrew on September
20 in 2002, data showed.

The monsoon lasted 83 days
this year, after arriving in Delhi
on July 2, making it the shortest
monsoon the Capital has seen
since 2012, when it lasted 80
days, from July 7 to September
25. “The Southwest Monsoon
has further withdrawn from
most parts of Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan, entire Delhi, some
parts of Uttar Pradesh and Guj-
arat today,” the IMD said in a
statement on Wednesday.

IMD said September 25 is the
normal withdrawal date of the
Southwest Monsoon from Delhi,
based on data for the 1971-2019
period. Last year, the monsoon
withdrew from the national cap-
ital on September 24.

Monsoon made its onset over
Delhi on July 2 this year, against
its normal onset date of June 27,
the IMD said. Overall, the mon-
soon lasted seven days less than
normal.

Delhl recorded 728.6mm of
rainfall at Safdarjung from June
1 to September 23, against the
normal 629.7mm, the IMD said.
The rainfall was 16% above nor-
mal and fell in the “normal rain-
fall” category. The southwest
and northeast districts were
exceptions, recording deficits of
23% and 22%, respectively.

The earliest withdrawal of the
monsoon from Delhi since 1961
was recorded in 1982, when it
withdrew on September 3, while
the most delayed withdrawal

was recorded in 2013, when it
withdrew on October 17, accord-
ing to IMD data.
To be sure, the withdrawal
from Delhi comes even as a
“deep depression” over the Bay
of Bengal continues to move
westwards and is expected to
bring intense showers to parts of
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha.
“The dcep depression over

westcentral and adjoining north-
west Bay of Bengal moved west-
wards with a speed of 5 km/hr
during the past six hours, and
lay centred at 8:30 am on Sep-
tember 23, 2026,” the IMD said.

The all-India monsoon rain-

Depart- - fall stood at a 15% deficit as of

September 22, with the country
receiving 706.9mm against a
normal 832.4mm for the period
June 1 to September 22.

Region-wise, the deficit was
highest in east and northeast
India at 27%, followed by the
south Peninsula at 26%. It stood
at 6% in central India and 10% in
northwest India. The IMD said
the line of withdrawal was pass-
ing through Gurdaspur, Chandi-
garh, Muzaffarnagar, Aligarh,
Dholpur, Udalpur Deesa and
Naliya on Wednesday.

Mahesh Palawat, vice presi-
dent at Skymet said northwest
India, Including Delhi had
already begun to see dry north-
westerly winds, however, the
deep depression over the Bay of
Bengal may impact northwest
India. “*Wind direction may
change to easterly and Delhi and
its surrounding region can possi-
bly see some rain around Sep-
tember 26 and 27,” he said:

The monsoon has largely
been impacted by a strengthen-
ing El Nifio. On September 3, the
World Meteorological Organisa-
tion (WMO) said El Nifio had
firmly established and' was
expected to intensify into a "very
strong” event in the coming
months, with significant impacts
on rainfall and temperature pat-
terns and associated risks of
floods, drought and extreme
heat.

WMO forecasts showed a
near-100% likelihood that the El
Nifio would persist through Feb-
ruary 2027. For India, experts
said this could translate into a
milder winter with reduced fain-
fall for Rabi crops.

IMD had on August 3] fore-
cast below-normal rainfall, or

less than 91% of the long-period
average (LPA), for September.
Two weeks earlier, private fore-
caster Skymet Weather had
revised its southwest monsoon
forecast, saying rainfall was
likely to be 85% of LPA, with a

70% probability of drought.

Late arrival and an early end

' June 27 T

wn 16

This year saw the
shortest
monsoon Delhi
has seen since
2012, when it
lasted 80 days

ot
am

I T a

&

S2EE 3893 EF

A



P al]

-~

c
e
:| after lawyers’ protest
1’ 3
i | Arnabjit Sur R for abstention from work and.
L(s) arnabjit.sur@hindustantimes.com g&:&?&ﬁﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁ;gﬁ;&?
a | NEW DELHI: Two daysafterlaw-  nication signed by NDBA secre-
i- | yersacross Delhi's district courts * tary Tarun Rana said. ’
held a strike to protestamend- - Theadvocates have primarily
d | ments tothe Central Motor Vehi- objected to transferring adjudi-
+- | cle Rules, which they claimed  catory functions from judicial
r, | could alter the traffic challan magistrates to sub-divisional
1, | adjudication process, the Delhi ~magistrates (SDMs) and officers
b | government has put its imple- of government departments.
a | mentation on hold. - Amendments to Rule 167 of
0 “The representation is being  the Central Motor Vehicle Rules,
sent to the transportation depart- - which came into effect on Janu-
1i | ment for examination and will  ary 20 this year, replaced the ear-
\) | also be braught to the notice of . lier challan disposal framework
g | the LG and CM. Till then, the with a time-bound “pay or con-
s- | transport department is being test” mechanism. :
ic | directed to puton hold the imple- Under amended Rule 167(5), a
» | mentation of the notification person issued a challan must
a | (amendments),” said transport either pay it or contest it through
ya | minister Pankaj Kumar Singh.  the prescribed portal, along with
a- Following the development, ~documentary evidence, before
e | the coordination committee of an authority specified by the
»s | all District Courts Bar Associa- state government within 45
o | tions of Delhi has called offthe  days. If the challan is not con-
1- | proposed strike and protest tested within that period, it is:
h | march to the LG’s house on deemed to have been accepted
a | Thursday. “Accordingly, thecall . under Rule 167(6).

Delhi

—
govt

pauses

motor rule changes
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Rhythma Kaul
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment’s flagship health insurance
scheme, which turned eight on
Wednesday has benefited at least
' 600 million people since launch,
according to data from the Union

ministry of health and family wel-
fare

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
also posted a message on social
media commemorating eight
years of the Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojna
(AB-PMJAY), which was launched
in 2018.

“Eight years ago, Ayushman
Bharat was rolled out with the idea
that every Indian should have
access to top-quality and afforda-

ble health care. Today, more than
60 crore (600 million) beneficia-
ries have access to Rs. 5 lakh
annual health cover, making it the
Iaxgest health care scheme in the
world,” he said on X.

The health ministry’s stanement
described Ayushman Bharat as “
the world's largest publicly funded
health assurance scheme.”

\
*
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The ministry’s data showed that
almost 485 million people have
Ayushman Cards and around 130
million people have availed treat-
ment worth 2 lakh crore for free.

In a separate post on X, Union
health minister, JP Nadda, said
that the significance of thee
scheme went beyond statistics,
pointing to families protected
from the burden of medical
expenses and patients receiving
timely treatment without the fear
of financial hardship.

“Behind every number is a story
- a family prqtected from the bur-
den of medical debt, a patient
receiving timely treatment, a loved
one relieved of pain, and a house-

hold able to face illness without
the fear of financial hardship.
Hearing directly from beneficia-
ries and witnessing their experien-
ces is a powerful reminder of the
impact of this historic journey of
Seva,” Nadda wrote in the post.

Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY pro-
vides health cover of up to %5 lakh
per family per year for secondary
and tertiary care hospitalization to
eligible beneficiaries.

“From expanding healthcare

ANl ILIGY IGRY WV TTAL BlAivi Gl S

CAGLIUAMLILE WL IDOUL Vi MVTY AL

WAL LA WSALR SAAWS RAr

The scheme was launched in
2018 to achieve the vision of
universal health coverage.

access to reducing financial barri-
ers to treatment, Ayushman Bha-
rat PM-JAY stands as a landmark
of India’s commitment to i
affordable and accessible health-
care for all,” said the ministry.
The National Health Authority

(NHA), which is the nodal author-

ity responsible for implementation
of the scheme, is working on
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Man-
tri Jan Arogya Yojna (AB-PMJAY)
2.0 that focuses on scalability and
deeper digital integration, accord-
ing to an earlier health ministry
statement.

AB-PMJAY 2.0 is about
strengthening digital public infra-
structure, enhancing service deliv-
ery, and fostering inter-state col-
laboration to ensure equitable
access to healthcare, that state-
ment added. NHA has sought
actionable ideas from states and
Union territories for the next chap-
ter ofthescheme.

The scheme was launched in
September 2018 in Ranchi,as rec-
ommended by National Health
Policy 2017, to achieve the vision of
universal health coverage.

PM-JAY is fully funded by the

government and cost of imple-
mentation is shared between the
central and state governments. It
covers up to three days of pre-
hospitalization and 15 days post-

hospitalization expenses such as
diagnostics and medicines, with
no restriction on the family size,
age or gender.

All pre-existing conditions are
covered from day one. Benefits—
cashless treatment— of the
scheme are portable across the
country in any empanelled public
or private hospitals in India. Servi-
ces include approximately 1,929

4

— e
Ayushman benefitted 600mn since launch: Govt

procedures covering all the costs
related to treatment, including
drugs, supplies, diagnostic servi-
ces, physician’s fees, room char-
ges, surgeon charges, operation
theatre and intensive care unit
charges. Nearly 38,000 public and
private hospitals are empanelled
across India under the scheme.
However, a section of health
care providers says getting dues
cleared under the scheme can bea
task— at times stretching well
beyond the mandated 30 days.
“Initial years were good but
later, as scope of the scheme
increased, funding issues started
cropping up. The money usually
isn't reimbursed in the mandated
15 to 30 day period; and may take
up'to three to four months also.
The scheme needs a review in
terms of over lay, package rates,
and expanding target population.
At the moment, itisn’t very lucra-
tive for the private sector hospitals.
The policy makers need to start
serious dialogues with the serving
hospitals,” said Dr Rakesh Gupta,
member, Association of Health-
care Providers of India (Chlmtl:is-

garh chapter).
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FSSAI backs single phase

front-of-pack labelling
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Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) informed the
Supreme Court on Wednesday
that it is willing to implement
Front-of-Pack Nutrition Label-
ling (FoPL) for packaged food
items in a single phase marking
a shift from its earlier approach
that sought to introduce the
labelling norms in two phases
depending on the number of
“nutrients of concern” in a
product.

Responding to the court’s
order of September 10, which
raised several questions over
the size, colour, placement and
deadline for implementing the
proposed FoPL on packaged
food items, the FSSAI in its
response filed on Wednesday

proposed the new design of the:

label that will clearly specify if
the food has “HIGH FAT, HIGH
SALT or HIGH SUGAR or even
more of any two components.”

The authority further stated
that once the proposed regula-
tions are approved, the food
business operators will be pro-
vided a time period of a year
(365 days) to shift to the new
labelling regime from the time
of date of notification to ensure
least hardship is caused to
them. The affidavit said that the
draft guidelines will require a
process of consultation and
finalisation that is expected to
take four months and by July 1
next year, the labelling norms
would be notified.

The response was filed in a
public interest litigation (PIL)
filed by “3S and Our Health
Society” which had sought
introduction of FoPL guidelines
as existing in foreign jurisdic-
tions to ensure the children in
the country are warned of foods
that they may unknowingly con-
sume without being aware of its
adverse health effects.

It was in this regard the
bench of justices JB Pardiwala
and K Vinod Chandran on Sep-
tember 10 had directed the
FSSAI to consider introducing

_the ing of
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Draft guidelines to be fir
in four months; labe

- norms by July nextyear. MINT

salt along with products having
more of any two components in
a single phase in order to safe-
guard the collective health and

well-being of all persons, espe- -

cially growing children.

The affidavit said, “The FSSAI
proposes to adopt a single-
phase approach for the imple-
mentation of Front-of-Pack
Nutrition Labelling (FoPL). To
finalise the draft regulations, it
requires a four month period
and there shall be a “voluntary
implementation period of 365
days” by Food Business Opera-
tors (FBOs), the response said.

“This time period has been
provided in order to avoid any
commercial hardships to the
FBOs as they have pre-
material already printed in
bulk,” the FSSAI said. In the
48th meeting of the authority, it
was decided that “amendments
relating to the FSS (Labelling &
Display) Regulations, as well as
any changes in labelling
requirements specified in other
food safety and standards regu-
lations, shall come into force on
1st of July, subject to a mini-
mum transition period of 365
days from the date of notifica-
tion.”

Responding on the size and
shape of the warning label,
which was initially proposed to
be a red hexagon, the FSSAI
proposed a “red Hexagon with
white square shaped back-
ground” drawing inspiration
from_the format adopted by

_ f products with
high level of either sugar fater - Canada.

FSSAI STARTS PENAL
ACTION AGAINST
AMAZON, ZEPTO,
OTHER PLATFORMS

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Country’s apex food

.regulator has initiated penal

action against multiple e-com-
merce operators for ?ood safety
and regulatory non-complian-
ces, it said in a statement on
Wednesday.

The food regulator— Food
Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI)}— said in a social
media post that it initiated action

‘against Amazon, Swiggy Instam-

art, Bigbasket, Flipkart India,
and Zepto for selling food items
such as dates, milk, yoghurt etc.
with misleading claims through
their platforms.

“Major crackdown on e-com-
merce platforms. Penal action
initiated for various food safety
and regulatory non
against Amazon, Swiggy Instam-
art, Bigbasket, Flipkart India,
and Zepto for various food safety
and regulatory non-complian-
ces, including: misbranding/mis-
leading claims; sale and display
of prohibited/poisonous food
articles through e-commerce
platforms. Penal action initiated
under the FSS Act, 2006 and
applicable FSSAI regulations,”
read the national food regula-
tor’s post. Action has been initi-
ated for selling Happilo pre-
mium date bites; Datura (dha-
tura).fruits/seeds; and Milky Mist
Fresh low fat cream; Milky Mist
Farm Fresh curd; and Milky Mist
Greek Yoghurt.

The food regulator has been
conducting quality checks and
surprise inspections lately in a
bid to ensure “safe food and
upholding food safety standards
through strict enforcement.”

Earlier, CEO FSSAI, Rajit Pun-
hani, said that the food regula-
tor, apart from food business
operators, was also going to
crackdown on e-<commerce plat-

forms for providing space to

businessgs selling mislabelled
products. -
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